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This is the second book on the history of Yuan Ze University, recording the growth of YZU over the past ten years, from 1999 to 2009.  The first book about YZU’s history, which covers the development through the first decade after its founding, was published in 1999.

Thanks to the foresight of Mr. Yu-Ziang Hsu, the founder of the university, along with the full support of Chairman Mr. Douglas Tong Hsu, the guidance of the YZU Board of Trustees, the thorough planning and leading done by the two former presidents, Professor Kuo-Ming Wang and Professor Shih-Hung Chan, and the efforts made by all faculty, staff, and students, we have created “A Legend of Taiwan Higher Education” in a mere twenty years of development.  It is indeed an unusual success and honor.
In the book General History of Taiwan, Mr. Ya-Tang Lien wrote, “History is the spirit of a nation, and people use it as a guideline.”  Moreover, “All civilized countries value their history.”  The Emperor Tai-Zong of Tang Dynasty also said, “One can use history as a mirror to reflect the rise and fall of each era.”  All these point out the significance of collecting, recording, and preserving historical materials.  Even as a young university of only twenty years’ history, we have already recognized that the history of the university is essential for the long term development.  Thus, two books on the history of Yuan Ze University have been compiled and published.
This volume of history is entitled “Leaping High and Breaking Through,” revealing our major directions of development and achievement over the past ten years.  In the early stage of our founding, we struggled through all the difficulties.  Along the way, “spending a decade in sharpening a sword,” Yuan Ze has been acclaimed by all levels of society.  We have been recognized as the No. 1 of “Academic Ranking among Private Universities,” “Most Enterprising University,” and “Most Fast-Developing University.”  After a second decade’s efforts, looking back and feeling proud, Yuan Ze is now entering another stage.  Due to the creative innovation and excellent quality in teaching, research, and administration, Yuan Ze has received many other top awards, and with this glory we have built the model of “Yuan Ze Legend.”
This book is divided into two parts.  The first part introduces the teaching, research, guidance, campus culture and facilities, and alumni associations of Yuan Ze.  In the second part we present each college and department, along with other teaching units in details.  Besides the above, not only a brief review over the university’s history of the first decade is given, but most importantly, the future vision and strategic goals for the coming twenty years are included.  The core value system of YZU’s development over the past two decades is to promote ethics, diversity, creativity, and innovation.  We always uphold the university motto “Sincerity, Diligence, Thrift, and Prudence” and practice our educational principle “Excellence, Thoroughness, Vision, and Harmony,” and will continue to strive for the excellence in teaching and top performance in research.  These spirits and elements appear all over this book.  A special thank goes to the editors and all the colleagues who have contributed to the production of this precious and thorough account.  Your dedicated effort and sacrifice will be remembered.  You are the witnesses of the growth of Yuan Ze.
Education is a long-term project that takes hundreds of years.  With twenty years of age, YZU has just become a young adult, and there is still a long journey ahead.  University of Cambridge is embracing its 800th anniversary this year.  After eight centuries of development, this prestigious university has become part of the history of the United Kingdom.  We should never be contented with what we have achieved, but have to learn from the wise.  While celebrating our achievement over the past two decades, we should also lay a foundation for the next century.  Hereby, let us encourage each other and march forward with the belief that Yuan Ze would contribute to the universe!

